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LONDON FEDERATION OF HOUSING CO-OPERATIVES

8 Waldegrave Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 8GT
Tel: 020 3166 2623 Fax: 020 3166 2214 email: londonfed@gmail.com
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
10:15am Sat. 27th June 2015
CALLY RESOURCE CENTRE, 140 COPENHAGEN STREET, LONDON N1 0ST

Present:
Mick O’Sullivan (Chair), Lorna O’Hara (Treasurer), Greg Robbins (Secretary), Sue Philpott (Vice Chair), Michael Prigent (Seymour), Jill Newman (Balfour St), Jaime Hoyes (Phoenix), Martin Denyer (Phoenix), Colin Penn, Peter Youles, Wilfried Rimensberger, Peter Youles (CDS), Colin Penn, Celia Cronin (Balfour Street), Martin Dumont (Leytonstone), Jake Stanning (Sanford), Clive Frazer (Co-ops London), John Elgey (Unit 11), Portia Msimong (CNTC).
1 Apologies for absence
a Chris Murrell, Helen Foster, Hilary Ellwood, Ron Bartholomew, Glyn Thomas, Kathy Clifford.
2 Minutes of the last AGM  - agreed as a true record
3 Matters arising from the minutes – there were no matters arising
4 Annual Officers’ Reports on activities over the last year – an Annual Report was available
a Lower activity level than expected, but hope to get back on track. The proposed housing bill could be a major issue for housing co-ops, or could pass us by. Right to buy could be a significant challenge, however.
b Chair described some small co-ops who were being viewed hungrily by larger RSLs who wished to take them over. Suggested members support their campaign.
c Secretary explained that the ‘new’ activities taken on with partners during the year had taken time away from planned activities, though all had continued and been worthwhile.

d The meeting discussed what the timetable might be for the housing bill, what might possibly be concluded and which organisations would contribute to/oppose the legislation. It seemed possible that the government had not expected to achieve a majority and had not expected to have to carry out this policy, which had not been well thought through. Right to buy can also be a threat to tenants if mortgages are wrongly sold and they then default or if there are subsequently large charges for works. It is unlikely that properties sold would be replaced in the same area.
e Members suggested the following activities:
More collaborative events and co-operation with partner groups (LTF, Just Space, NFTMO, CCH and Co-ops London).
Clarify tenancy issues around mutuality and the proposed housing bill
Sub group to work on a housing bill campaign in partnership with other organisations.
Produce documentation to support parliamentary lobbying and through social media.
Register with Houses of Parliament as an official lobby group.
5 Recommendations from the Executive
a Subscription levels – the Exec recommended that the subscription level for co-operatives remain the same. Approved.
Martin Dumont paid £10 to become an individual member. 
b Code of Conduct – endorsed.
c Activities / Priorities identified in the annual report ratified.
 
6 Election of the Executive Committee – The existing current Executive members were proposed, seconded and elected en bloc.  Glyn Thomas, Martin Denyer, Martin Dumont also asked to stand and were duly elected.
7 Annual Accounts – 2014 – The treasurer presented her report to the meeting. 
Income had increased £800, while expenditure decreased, making a surplus of £2,000 for the year. Proposed budget circulated – hoped to be able to increase the number of events during the year.
8 Appointment of Auditors for the coming year Keith Johnson was appointed as auditor for the current year. AGM agreed that a full audit was not required.
Meeting closed at 11am for a forum session.
